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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS ; 

Without prejudice, this listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
the claims in the present application: 

LISTING OF THE CLAIMS : 

1-15. (Canceled). 

16. (Currently Amended) A system for procuring a service, comprising: 

at least one stationary physical server; 

a plurality of devices accessible to subscribers including at least one device accessible 
to suppliers and at least one device accessible to interested parties; 

a communications arrangement that enables at least an information exchange between 
the at least one Gtationary server and the devices accessible to subscribers; 

a positioning arrangement for determining a current position of the devices accessible 
to subscribers; and 

a memory for at least temporarily storing data corresponding to position and route 
information of the subscribers; 

wherein the at least one server is configured to compare transportation requests, 
which are communicated to the server firom at least one device accessible to interested 
parties, to transportation offerings, which are communicated to the server firom at least one 
device accessible to suppliers. 

wherein the at least one server is configured to determine whether anv transportation 
requests match any transportation offerings, and to communicate the match to the device 
accessible to interested parties that communicated the matching request if there is a match; 
and 

wherein the transportation offerings include a starting point, a destination point, and 
intermediate route information . 

17. (Canceled). 

18. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein in th e cas e of a match 
betw ee n supply and d e mand, a communication linlc is e stablioh e d b e tw ee n a suppli e r and an 
int e r e st e d part v the server is configured to establish a communication link between the device 
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accessible to suppliers that communicated the matching offering and the device accessible to 
interested parties that communicated the matching request if there is a match . 

19. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein: 

the positioning arrangement is configured to determine[[s]] the current position of the 
devices accessible to subscribers in real time. 

20. (Canceled). 

21. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein the server is 
configured to combine transportation offerings communicated from multiple devices 
accessible to suppliers off e rings of multiple suppli e rs ar e combined to offer an interested party 
an uninterrupted route. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein the server is 
configured to determine p rojected arrival times are d e t e rmin e d for afty-positions of a route 
and communicate[[d]] the projected arrival times to at least one device accessible t o the 
subscribers. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein the transportation 
offerings are provided in the form of one of a list and a map display containing time 
information. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 1 6, wherein the server is 
configured to notify at least one device accessible to a subscriber is notifi e d if a supplier has 
reached a certain position. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein a transportation request 
includes an interested party, wh e n inputting at least one of a starting point and a destination 
point, and defines at least one of a starting region and a destination region by 
includin g inputting a radius value around at least one of the starting point and the destination 
point. 
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26. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein a transportation 
ofFerin g supplier defines a corridor having a predefinable width along a travel route-wh«i 
announcing th e travol route . 

27. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein the transportation 
offerings and transportation requestS Gubscrib e rs . when defining departure times and arrival 
times, define time windows to increase a probability of a match. 

28. (Ciurently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein the server is 
configured to offer a transportation option using a public means of transportation to at least 
one device accessible to interested parties in th e abs e nce of a privat e offering to an int e r e st e d 
party, a transportation option using a public m e ans of transportation io offered . 

29. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherei n the server is 
configured to offer a selection list including alternate transportation offerings to at least one 
device accessible to interested parties , if multiple altemative off e rings are available to th e 
int e r e st e d party, a s e l e ction list including th e alt e mativ e offerings is off e r e d . 

30. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 16, fiirther comprising: 

a memory for storing parameters identifying the suppliers and the interested parties. 

31. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in Claim 16, wherein the service includes 
one of a rideshare opportunity and a transportation service. 

32. (New) A method for procuring a service, the method comprising: 

exchanging information between at least one stationary physical server and a plurality 
of devices accessible to subscribers including at least one device accessible to suppliers and 
at least one device accessible to interested parties; 

determining a current position of the devices accessible to subscribers; 

storing data corresponding to position and route information of the subscribers; 

comparing transportation requests, communicated to the at least one server fi-om at 
least one device accessible to interested parties, to transportation offerings, communicated to 
the at least one server fi*om at least one device accessible to suppliers; and 

determining whether any transportation requests match £iny transportation offerings, 
and, in the case of a match, communicating the match to the device accessible to interested 



-4- 



U.S. Patent Application No. 10/572,693 
Attorney Docket No. 10191/4310 
Response to Office Action of March 4, 2009 

parties that communicated the matching request; 

wherein the transportation offerings include a starting point, a destination point, and 
intermediate route information. 

33. (New) The method as recited in claim 32, further comprising: 

establishing a communication link between the device accessible to suppliers that 
communicated the matching offering and the device accessible to interested parties that 
communicated the matching request if there is a match. 

34. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, wherein the current position of the devices 
accessible to subscribers is determined in real time. 

35. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, wherein transportation offerings 
communicated firom multiple devices accessible to suppliers are combined to offer an 
interested party an unintermpted route. 

36. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, further comprising: 

determining projected arrival times for positions of a route; and 
communicating the projected arrival times to at least one device accessible to 
subcribers. 

37. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, wherein the transportation offerings are 
provided in the form of one of a list and a map display containing time information. 

38. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, further comprising: 

notifying at least one device accessible to a subscriber if a supplier has reached a 
certain position. 

39. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, wherein a transportation request includes at 
least one of a starting point and a destination point, and defines at least one of a starting 
region and a destination region by including a radius value around at least one of the starting 
point and the destination point. 

40. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, wherein a transportation offering defines a 
corridor having a predefinable width along a travel route. 
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41. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, wherein the transportation offerings and 
transportation requests, when defining departure times and arrival times, define time 
windows to increase a probability of a match. 

42. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, fiirther comprising: 

offering a transportation option using a public means of transportation to at least one 
device accessible to interested parties. 

43. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, fiirther comprising: 

offering a selection list including altemate transportation offerings to at least one 
device accessible to interested parties. 

44. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, fiirther comprising: 

storing parameters identifying the suppliers and the interested parties. 

45. (New) The method as recited in Claim 32, wherein the service includes one of a 
rideshare opportunity and a transportation service. 
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